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TOP HEALTH ISSUES

Milwaukee County’s top health issues identified in the Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) are informed by three data 
sources: a Community Health Survey, Community Stakeholder Interviews, and Secondary Data of publicly reported health 

indicators. These top health issues are interrelated, and they disproportionately affect communities of color.  Learn more about the 
data behind these issues and other health findings in the 2024 Milwaukee County CHNA on healthcompassmilwaukee.org
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RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION
Racism is a fundamental and unjust cause  
of health disparities across numerous health 
issues. When asked about the causes of  
health disparities for people of color:
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2024 Community Health Needs Assessment Framework

Health factors are interconnected with each other and interrelated with all of the top health issues, 
significantly contributing to the downstream health outcomes.
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overall, and 80% of Black/AA respondents named 
structural or systemic racism as a major reason.

overall, and 79% of Black/AA respondents named 
historical gaps in wealth as a major reason.



The Milwaukee Health Care Partnership is a public/private consortium dedicated to 
improving health care coverage, access, care coordination and community health for 
underserved populations in Milwaukee County, with the aim of improving health outcomes, 
advancing heath equity and lowering the total cost of care. mkehcp.org

Since 2012, the Milwaukee Health Care Partnership’s (MHCP) triennial Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) 
has reported on the top health issues identified by residents and community leaders in Milwaukee County. We 

continued to place a keen focus on racial and health equity in the 2024 CHNA data collection and analysis. As in 2021, 
the redesigned community health survey directly addressed racism and discrimination as key determinants of health.

It is our hope that this assessment will help amplify community conversations about health equity, frame strategic 
health improvement efforts, and drive individual and collective action. We all have a role to play in countering the 
systemic barriers to good health. Just as the causes of illness are many and interrelated, the same is true for the 
paths that lead to better health — for all of us.

Shared Community Health Needs Assessment in Milwaukee County
Every three years, MHCP’s health system members – Aurora Health Care, Ascension Wisconsin, Children’s Wisconsin, and Froedtert 
Health — share the funding and design of a shared Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA). This year, the City of Milwaukee 
Health Department and the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services also partnered with the health systems, 
creating a unique and significant opportunity for public and private organizations to support the community through the CHNA. 
The CHNA serves as the foundation from which hospitals and local health departments develop their respective community health 
improvement strategies. It is the foundation from which MHCP builds its shared priorities and is also intended to inform a broader 
audience about the top health issues facing their communities.

The Milwaukee County CHNA is comprised of three data sources:

•	� Community Health Survey — An online survey of 6,265 Milwaukee County residents that addressed adult and child health risk 
factors, health behaviors, and perceptions of pressing community health needs.

•	� Stakeholder Interviews — Conversations conducted by public and private CHNA sponsor leaders with 46 key informants and 
10 focus groups to identify community health needs, root causes, and contributing social factors. Interviewees offered insight on 
effective health improvement strategies currently in place as well as suggestions for future opportunities.

•	 Health Compass Milwaukee — A compilation of numerous publicly reported health data and other sources on one website.

A digital version of the CHNA is available on Health Compass Milwaukee! 

Explore additional data indicators, segment data, add population or zip code layers, 
and build visualizations to best serve your needs. Health Compass Milwaukee is a 
dynamic website of the most current health indicators for Milwaukee County. It 
provides mapping, reporting, and comparative analytic tools to support research 
and planning for health care, public health, academic, philanthropic 
and government sectors, as well as the broader community.  

      Visit HealthCompassMilwaukee.org

2024 Milwaukee County CHNA reports were developed in collaboration with the Center for Urban Population Health and INPOWER.


